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HeBREws XIII. vii. 


Remember them which habe the rule over 
you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
word of God: whoſe faith follow, con- 
fidering the end of their converſation, 


the context. It is ſuffci- 
ent to obſerve, that the 
inipired penman of this 
Epiſtle ; is at the cloſe of it recommend- 
'ing to the believing Hebrews ſundry 
Duties, and among others in the words 
that have been read a becoming Re- 


ſpe& to their deceaſed Miniſters. The 


latter part of the verſe thews us, that 
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A FUNERAL SERMON for 
he is ſpeaking of ſuch as had finiſhed 
their courſe, and accordingly the firſt 
clauſe had been better rendred, Re- 
member them who have bad the Rule over 
yo, or as It is in the original, Remem- 
ber your Rulers, Who they were can't 
with certainty be determined nor is it 
very material: as there is nothing ſaid 
of them, but what may be accommoda- 
ted to good and faithful miniſters of 
the Goſpel in every age; ſo that which 
is enjoined with reference to them, will 


be always proper for Chriſtians as a 


token of their juſt Regard to ſuch, af. 
ter God by his Providence has removed - 
chem out of the World. 


In diſcourſing upon this Subject 


| which is manifeſtly ſuitable to the pre- 


ſent melancholy Occaſion, I ſhall di- 


ſtinctly conſider the account given of 
thoſe miniſters that the believing He- 
brews had been favoured with, and then 
the Duties that are urged as owing to 
them. I begin with the firſt, 


1 The 


the Rev. Mr. DAN ITL Mayo. 


I. The account given of their Mi- 
niſters, in which we may particularly 
take notice of their Name or Title, 
their Work, and their Walk. They 
are ſtiled Rulers, are ſaid to have ſpo- 
ken the word of God, and it is intima- 
ted that their behaviour had been a- 
greeable, Of each briefly, _ 


1. Their Title is that of Rulers or 
Guides according to the Marginal 
Reading. The word % is of fo 
large an extent, as to be applicable to 
all who are veſted with authority of 
any kind. But it is here evidently put 
for Eccleſiaſtical Governors, officers in 
the Chriſtian Church, and the ſame 
perſons are intended as in other places 
of Scripture are called Biſhops or Pa- 


ſtors. Theſe rule under Chriſt, have 


a power derived from him, and a& in 
ſubordination to him for the advanc- 
ment of his Kingdom. Indeed as his 


Kingdom is not of this World, ſo their 


power does not interfere with, but is of 
| B 2 6 
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4 4 FUNERAL SERMON for 
a quite different nature from the pow- 
Pet. v. 3. er of the civil Magiſtrate. They muſt 
„ Cor. j. not lord it over God's Heritage for they 
xiv. have no Dominion over their Faith but 
are Helpers of their Foy. They have 
no authority to enact Laws, but only to 
promulgate and explain the Laws of 
Chriſt. and to preſs obedience to them 
by perſwaſive arguments, not to en- 
force it by outward violence. They 
are the Rulers of the Houſhold wwho 
are to give them their meat in due ſeaſon, 
\Coriv i, Stewards of the myſteries of God. T hey 
x Pet. v.a. feed the flock of God taking the over fight 
of it. They are Guides (and that pro- 
perly expreſſes the nature of their Go- 
vernment) who are to go beforeothers, 
and lead them in the ways of Truth 
and Holineſs by inſtruction from the 
| word of God. Accordingly it is ſaid 
8 OT LP Sod we, 


Mat. xxiv. 


2. Theſe Rulers or Guides had ſpo- 
ken unto them the word of God, They 
if did not propagate their own fancies 
| but 
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the Rev. Mr. DANIEL Mavo. 
but made known the mind and will of 
God. We are not indeed to ſuppoſe 


that this was their only Buſineſs, how- 


ever we may juſtly look upon it as their 
principal work: and as they were chief- 
ly taken up with a work of this na- 
ture, ſo therein they eſpecially anſwer- 
ed the end of their office, and ſerved the 


beſt Intereſts of thoſe to whom they mi- 


niſtred. Let us here obſerve that it is the 
word of God which miniſters have in 
charge to deliver; that it is a conſider- 
able part of their work to preach the 
word of God; and that this is an or- 
dinance appointed for ſaving Good to 


the ſouls of men. 


1. That which miniſters have in 


charge to deliver is the word of God. 


The word which came from him re- 


veals the way of Salvation thro' 4 Re- 


deemer, and as accompanied with the 
efficacious influences of the Holy Spirit 


promotes the ſalvation of all them that 
believe. This word ſhould dwell richly 
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in them in all wiſdom as it is able to 
make them perfect thoroughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works. The 
whole of it is to be preached and no- 
thing but what is agreeable to it or 
founded upon it. The faithful diſ- 
penſers of the word will not ſhun to 


declare the whole counſel of God: they 


would keep back nothing that may be pro- 
fitable to their Hearers, and they would 
not deliver their own inventions, But 
what they have received from the Lord : 
they would not teach for Doctrine the 
commandments of men but only to obſerve 
all things that Chriſt has commanded. 
The word of God is the only Standard 
of Truth and Rule of Practice, and as 
far as the inſtructions of miniſters ap- 
pear to be agreeable to it, they are to 


be received not as the word of men 


but as they are indeed the word of 
Gl.. 


2. To preach the word of God is 
the chief part of a miniſters work. 


This 


the Rev. Mr. Daxnitr Mayo. 7 
This they are commanded to do. Go, 
feach all nations. I charge thee before 
God and the Lord Jeſus Chrift who ſhall 
judge the Quick and the Dead at his 
appearing and' his Kingdom. Preach 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of , Tim. jv. 
ſeaſon, Give attendance to Reading, lo. 
Exbortation, to Doctrine. As they are 
commanded to do it, ſo they are direct- LAI 
ed how to do it. If any man ſpeak let 
him ſpeak as the oracles of God, not on- 8 . 
ly the pure word of God but with . 
table Seriouſneſs, Reverence and Au- 
thority. In Doctrine ſhew uncorruptneſs 
gravity, fincerity, found ſpeech that Tit. ii 3. 
cannot be condemned; making it to ap- 
pear that thy aim is not to ſet off thy- 
ſelf or to pleaſe men, but to advance 
the Honour of God, the intereſt of 
the Redeemer, and the welfare of ſouls, 

Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, 
a workman, that need not fo be aſhamed, 2 Tim. u 
rightly dividing theword of Truth: giving _— 
to every one their Portion in due ſea- 
. They would be unfaichful to their 

4 Truſt 


Jatth. 
XXV111, 19. 
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Truſt, and may juſtly fear the conſe- 

1 Cor. ix. quence if they neglect to do it, 4 ne- 

£3 ceſſity is laid upon me and wo unto me if 

T1 preach not the Goſpel. They have 

encouragement to hope for aſſiſtance, 

acceptance and ſucceſs in the due diſ- 

charge of this Work. He who has 

called them to it, will afford them his 
Preſence. 


3. The preaching of the word is 

God's ordinance for the Good of ſouls. 

The word is a means of converting 

finners, and of perfecting the Saints. 

Jamesi.1g. Of his own will begat be us by the word 

of Truth that we ſhould be a kind of firſt 

2 * "fruits of his Creatures. Sanctiſy them by 

1 Per, ii. thy Truth, thy word is Truth. As new 

born babes, defire the incere milk of the 

word that ye may grow thereby. It has 

pleaſed God not only ro write unto 

us the great Things of his Law and 
Goſpel; but he has taken care that 

thoſe Things ſhould be often inculcated 


by ſome whom he has PEER for 
| that 


* 


the Rev. Mr. DN ILE MAvo. 9 
that ſervice, that they might come | 
with more power and make a deep- 
er Impreſſion : and it is the preaching N 
of the Word that is moſt uſually made 
effectual to Salvation. By the foolifh- 1 Cor. i. 
neſiof preaching, by that method which 
is commonly accounted fooliſhneſs, he f 
ſaves them that belerve, Faith comes by 2 
Hearing, and Hearing by the word of 
God. This is deſigned for the begin- 
ning a work of Grace, as we may ga 
ther particularly from that known pal. 4 _ 

ſage, where Chriſt ſays to the Apoſtle 
Paul. I have appeared unto thee for 

this purpoſe to make thee a Miniſter 

and a Witneſs both of theſe things 

which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 

things in which I will appear unto | 
thee. Delivering thee from the Peo- 4 
ple and from the Gentiles, unto whom | 
T now ſend thee. To open tberr Eyes, 
and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan 
| unto God; that they may receive for- 
grveneſs of Sins, and inberitance among | 
| e r | 
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A FUNERAL SERMON fr 
them which are ſanttified by faith that 


15 in me. 


This is likewiſe deſigned for the 
carrying on aWork of Grace where it is 
begun. He (Chriſt) gave ſome Apoſtles : 


, 12,13 and ſome Prophets: and ſome Evangeliſis: 


and not only fuch extraordinary Of- 
ficers; but as it is added, Paſtors and 
Teachers, for the perſecting of the Saints, 


for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 


edifying the Body of Chriſt : Till we all 
come in the unity of the Faith, and of 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 


per fett man, unto the Meaſure of the ſta- 


ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, or to be 
Chriſtians of full maturity. Thus we 
ſee that the preaching of the Word is 
deſigned for our ſpiritual Benefit, | 


Indeed it 1s to be conſidered only as 
a means: the efficacy of the Word is 
not to be aſcribed entirely to any virtue 
of its own, nor to the good intention 
and abilities of thoſe who are employ- 


ed 


the Rev. Mr. Danier Mayo, LT 
ed in the diſpenſing it; but depends 
upon the Bleſſing of God. When the 
Word is in any meaſure. or upon any 
Perſons made ſucceſsful, God muſt 
have the Glory of it, and he has com- 
mitted the Diſpenſation of his Word to 
weak and frail creatures, partly upon 
this account, that he might ſecure to 
himſelf the Glory of its Succeſs, We: Cor iv. 
have the Treaſure in Earthen Ve Hels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be 
(appear to be) of God, and not of us. 
He will for that Reaſon ſpeak to us, 
by men ſubje& to like paſſions and in- 
firmities as others, and 'tis a very re- 
markable inſtance of the Honour that 
God puts upon the Miniſtry of men 
which we find recorded in Adds x. 4. 5, 
6. An Angel appears to Cornelius to 
aſſure him, that his Prayers and Alms 
were accepted, but directs him to Pe- 
ter for Inſtruction in the Chriſtian 
Faith. Thy Prayers and thine Alms 
(ſays the Angel) are come up for a me- 
morial before God. And now fend. men 
| "08. to 
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to Foppa, and call for oneSimon, whoſe 
firname is Peter: and he jhall tell thee 
what thou oughteſt to do. 


| That is the ſecond thing the Work 
| of theſe ſpiritual Guides, they had ſpo- 
| ken the Word of God, 


I 3. We are further to conſider their 
| Walk, which it is intimated was ſuit- 
able to the Character they bore, and 
the Work wherein they were ingaged, 
when they are propounded as Exam- 
ples to their People. They lived as 
they preached, and taught by their 
| Example as well as by their Doctrine. 
) The miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould be 
Tim. iv. patterns to others. Be thou an example 
ba 20 Believers in Mord, in converſation, in 
charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in purity, 
Tit..7. In all things ſhewing thyſelf a pattern of 
| 1 Pet. v. a. God Works, Not as being Lord's over 
| God's Heritage, but examples to the 
| Flick, They, who having felt the 
power of Divine Truths upon their 
8 OWN 
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the Rev. Mr. DANIEL MAvo. 


own hearts, do expreſs it in a regular 
behaviour, are certainly moſt likely to 
do good: ſo they may hope that a Di- 
vine bleſſing ſhall attend their Mini- 
ſtrations, or if they have not the ſucceſs 
they deſire, ſnall however deliver their 
own Souls. Whereas on the other 
Hand, thoſe who by their conduct give 
ground to think, that they don't 
themſelves believe what they deliver, it 
can ſcarce be thought will perſwade o- 
thers to believe it; or if the Bleſſed God 
who is a Sovereign Agent ſhould ar any 
time make uſe of unſanctified miniſters 
for the Converſion of Sinners, and the 
building up his people; yer they them- 
ſelves after all will be caſtaways. As for 
the Perſons refered to in the Text, their 


converſation was becoming the Gofpdl 


of Chriſt, their exemplarineſs confirm- 
ing and encouraging to them over 
whom they preſided : they were burn- 
ing and ſhining __ 


Thus 


14 AA FUNERAL SERMON for 


Thus much for the Account which 
is here given of the Miniſters that the 
believing Jes had been favoured with, 


2, Let us conſider the Duties re- 
commended with reference to them. 
And theſe are three, 1. Remember 
them, 2. Follow their Faith, 3. Con- 
fider the end of their Converſation. 
The ſecond I apprehend is the Princi- 
pal, the firſt ſeems to be recommended 
1 in order thereunto, and the laſt by way 
Rp of motive. 


1. One Thing incumbent upon 
# Chriſtians with reference to theſe who 
have been their ſpiritual Guides is to 
Remember them, There is a Reſpect 
owing to their memories which ſhould 
be ſhewn in ſuch ways as theſe; in a 
readineſs to ſpeak well of them, and 
to bleſs God for them, in bewailing the 
Loſs of them, and eſpecially in follow- 
ing them, 


I, Be 


the Rev. Mr. Danizt Mavo. 


1. Be ready to ſpeak well of them. 


| The Memory of the juſt, ſays Solomon, is Prov. x.7. 


bleſſed, is praiſe worthy, and ſhould 
be highly eſteemed. This is a part of 
the Dignity of the Saints, eſpecially of 
ſuch as have been eminently pious and 
uſeful, that they are remembred with 
Reſpect, when they are dead. Not on- 
ly ſhall they have honour and praiſe at 
the Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
the judge ſhall ſay to them before men 
and Angels: Well done Good and Faith- 
ful Servants, and give them a crown of 
Glory that fadeth not away: But the 
Bleſſed God orders it thus uſually in 


his Providence, that their memories 


ſhould be honoured on earth. It is 
threatned in Scripture as a Curſe upon 


the Wicked that heir Remembrance Job. xi,17, 


ſhall periſh from the Earth, and they 
ſhall have no Name in the Street, The 


Face of the Lord is againſt them that : 
do evil to cut off the Remembrance pain 
of them from the Earth. And oni. 16. 


the 
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A FUNERAL SERMON for 
the other Hand it is promiſed as a 


Pialm 112. Bleſſing to the Righteous, their Remem- 


Pfalm 


XXXV11. 


brance endureth for ever and their Horn 
Hall be exalted. And tho? ſome may 
teek to eclipſe their Righteovineſs, yet 
ſooner or latter God will bring it forth 
as the Light and their Judgment as the 
* Noon Day. They ſhall have a good 
Name in this World which is rather 76 


. be choſen than great Riches and 1s much 


better than precious Oyntment, 


And as this is their Dignity, a part 
of the Reward of their piety and Un- 
ſulneſs; fo it is the Duty of ſurvivors 
to bleſs their memory, to make honour- 
able mention of them. We ſhould 


= honour them that fear the Lord while 


living, and honour their memory 
when dead; and particularly this is 
what we owe to our ſpiritual guides, 
who have obtained mercy to be foich- 


| ful. If they have been inſtruments of 


ſpiritual Good to us, that is to be con- 
ſidered as a peculiar obligation upon us 


the Rev. Mr. DAxIxL Mayo. | 
ſhew reſpe& to their Memory, and in 
this way WY others. 


2. Bleſs God for them. Be thank ſul 
to him for paſt Mercies, and confine not 
your gratitude to your preſent enjoy- 
ments. While we reflect upon their 
Worth and Uſefulneſs ; the Pleaſure we 
had in them, and the Benefit, we truſt, 
we received by their Miniſtrations, we 
muſt bear this in mind, that they were 
no other, no better, than God made them. 
All that was good in them was derived 
from God, the fountain of Goodneſs, 
and they were but inſtruments in his 
hand of Good to us. And therefore we 


ſ 


have reaſon to bleſs him, for thoſe 


gifts and graces which appeared in 
them, and for the Succeſs of their En- 
deayours. | 


3. Bewail your Loſs in their Remo- , dam xv, 
val. When Samuel died, tis ſaid, all” | 
Tirael lamented him, And in the New Ads vit. 
Teſtament we read, that devout men 
earried Stephen to his Burial, and made 

D great 
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great Lamentation over him. It is an 


ill Symptom, if when the Righteous pe- 


Ia. lvii. 1. riſh no nan layeth if to Heart. They, 


Alat. xxili. 


it is true, when they put off the Body, 
are made perfect in Holineſs, and enter 
into perfect Peace, but then their work 
is done, their uſefulneſs and ſervicea- 
bleneſs is at an end here: and we may 
greatly need their Inſtructions, their 
Prayers, their Prudence, their Expe- 
rience; the Removal of ſuch is a de- 
priving us of our Defence, a thinning 
our Glory: it is often a token of the 
divine Diſpleaſure, and a ſign of ſome 
approaching Storm. Upon theſe Ac- 
counts when God is pleaſed to take 
away good and uſeful Perſons from us, 


it is matter of great lamentation, and 
to be bewailed. 


4. Be ſure to remember them ſo as 
to follow them. The Scribes and Pha- 


riſees pretended a great Veneration for 


the memory of their Prophets, they 
built their Tombs, and garniſhed their 
RN; 
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the Rev. Mr. DANIEL Mavo. 


Sepulchres; but at the ſame time ne- 
glected to regard what their Prophets 
had taught them, and to imitate their 
Piety and Virtue; which would have 
been a much better way of paying 
Honour to them for whom they pro- 
feſſed the higheſt Reſpect, as well as 
for their own Advantage. Our Reſpect 
for deceaſed Miniſters is beſt ſhow in 
a ſincere Regard to their Inſtructions, 
and a careful Imitation of their Ex- 
cellencies: and without this it will fig- 
nify little, that we make honourable 
Mention of them, or even ere& Mo- 
numents to their Memory. Indeed we 
condemn ourſelves, while we commend 
the Sermons that we do not practice, 
or commend the Patterns that we don't 
imitate, The Remembrance of our 
ſpiritual Guides that ſeems to be eſpe- 
cially intended in the Text, is a Re- 
membrance of the Word of God which 
they have ſpoken, and of their holy 
converſation agreeable to the Word, in 


order to a following their Faith. 
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Which is the thing next to be conſider- 


2. It is expected of Chriſtians that 
they fo/low the Faith of their ſpiritu- 
al Guides. By which we may under- 
ſtand both the holding faſt the profeſ- 
ſion of that Faith which they preach- 
ed, and the imitating them in that 
Faith in the exerciſe and under the 
influence whereof they lived. 


1. Hold faſt the Profeſſion of that 
Faith which they preached: that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints. 
It is not meant, that Chriſtians ſhould 
give up themſelves abſolutely to the 
conduct of any Man's judgment or o- 
pinion in Matters of Faith. They are 
not only allowed, but indeed required 
to examine what they hear from their 
Miniſters by the ſacred” Scriptures; 
their Faith ought not to be founded on 
the Authority of Men, but upon the 


T eſtimonyof God in his Word. This 
Word 


* I w 
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Word they to whom the Apoſtle in 
our text refers, had ſpoken: and all Be- 


lievers are undoubtedly obliged to con- 
tinue in the Word, or in thoſe things 
which they have learned and been aſ- 


ſured of from it. Be ſtedfaſt in the 
Truth, abide in the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
Guard againſt a total Apoſtacy and 
likewiſe any partial Declenſions from 
it. Give up no Truth for the getting 


or ſaving any ſecular Intereſt. Labour 


after a ſettled judgment, a ſtability of 
Mind, eſpecially in the great and eſ- 
ſential points of your Holy Religion. 


Many Exhortations we have in Scrip- 
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ture to this purpoſe: Be not carried a- * xiii. 


bout with divers and ſtrange Dottrines :? 


for it is good that the Heart be eſtabliſbed 


with Grace, not with meats, which have 


not profited them that have been occupied 


therein, That ye be no more Children, E _ iv 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about 


with every Wind of Doctrine, by the 


fleight of Man and cunning craftineſs, 


wheryey they lie in wait to deceive, Be- pet, ii. 


b ware 17. 
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ware leaſt ye being led away with the 
error of the Wicked, fall from your own, 


or your proper, ftedfaſineſs. Again, 


2. Imitate them in that Faith, 
the Exerciſe and under the Influence 
whereof they lived. As the Life which 
they lived was by the Faith of the Son 
of God, thereby they were helped to 
diſcharge the work, to get through the 
Troubles, to enjoy the Privileges, and 
to anſwer the end of the Chriſtian Life: 
fee that you cheriſh this Grace, and 
exerciſe yourſelves to it. Live in de- 
pendance upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and vpon God through him, as to all 
concernments whether of a ſpiritual or 
Temporal Nature. See that your 
Faith be attended with ſuch good 
Fruits, as theirs was: that it purifies 
your Hearts, works by Love, and over- 
comes the World. They were holy 
in all manner of Converſation, they 
manifeſted a hearty and fervent Love to 
Gad and . they were willing to 
deny 
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deny themſelves for the Honour of 
their. Lord, to take up with a mean 
Condition, and to ſuffer reproach, yea 
they did not count their own Lives 
dear to them, ſo that they might finiſh 
their Courſe with joy, and the Miniſtry 
which they had received. They gladly 
ſpent themſelves and were ſpent in the 
ſervice of Chriſt and for the Good of 
Souls, Walk as you have had them for 
examples, and ſtudy to adorn the Doct- 
rine of God your Saviour in all things. 


Me ſhould be followers of them who 
thro' Faith and Patience inherit the 
Promiſes. Indeed Chriſt is the only 
perfect Pattern who knew no ſin, but 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled and ſe- 
perate from ſinners. The beſt of Men 
and the beſt of Miniſters have theit 


failings and infirmities, and therefore 


our imitation of them muſt not be uni- 
verſal, but with ſome reſtriction ; we 
muſt follow their Faith, follow them na 
farther than they followed Chriſt, 


But 
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But tho' there is no example among 


them who are but Men without a Blot, 


yet the Examples of excellent Perſons 
who have gone before us, and are got 
to a better world, are of great uſe to 
ſcatter our Fears, to ſupport us under 
all our Difficulties; and to encourage 
us in the vigorous Proſecution of our 
Duty. 


If ſuch have ſtood in any near Re- 
lation to us, and were well known by 
us, as we have had the beſt Opportu- 
nity of obſerving how they behaved : 
ſo the Reſpect we bear to their Memo- 
ry ſhould put us upon ſtriving to imi- 
tate them. And the ſhewing our Re- 
ſpect to them after ſuch a manner, will 
be moſt pleaſing to God and profitable 
to ourſelves. We ſhall thus anſwer 
the Deſign of God in affording us ſuch 
Parterns: and by behaving as they have 
done we may hope to become ſharers 
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with them in the Happineſs that Py 
now enjoy. 


3. As a Motive to the forementioned 
Duty the Apoſtle adds, con/idering the 
end of their converſation, taking ſpecial 
notice of their exit. Some have ap- 


prehended, becauſe there is ſuch a 


particular mark put upon the End of 
their Converſation, that the Perſons 
referred to were martyrs for the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, ſealed it with their Blood. 
But there is no reaſon, I'ſuppoſe, why 
it may not be underſtood more gene- 
rally. And by the end of their con- 
verſation may be meant the manner in 


which they finiſhed their courſe, and 


the happy concluſion of it, 


1. We may take the Expreſſion as 

referring to the manner of their Death. 
And with reſpect to good Men and to 
good Miniſters, there are two things 


very obſervable as to that, viz, that 
E they 
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they die in Faith, and The that the) 
die in Peace. — 


Hep, zi. I. They die in Faith, as was ſaid of 

13. the Patriarchs. They perſevere in the 

Faith to the laſt. The believing to 

Salvation, is a believing to the end. 

* 2, We are not of them that draw back un- 

| to perdition, but of them that believe to 

| the ſaving of the foul. This was remar- 

F kable in thoſe ſpiritual Guides ſpoken 

| of in the text, their faith held out, 

| notwithſtanding the Trials and Affaults 
E it met with. 7 


2. They die in Peace, Mark the per- 
fect man and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is Peace, They are 
not only in a ſtate of Peace with God, 
but ordinarily, at the cloſe of their 

Days eſpecially, have ſome good Mea- 
fure of inward Peace. Tf before their 
Days have been dark and cloudy, yet 
their laſt Day often proves bright and 
comfortable, they can meet the meſ- 
ſengers 


= xxxvli. 
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ſengers of Death, and receive its Sum- 
mons with a holy ſecurity and ſereni- 
ty of Mind. The wicked is driven a- 
way in his wickedneſs, but the Righteous py, ai 
bath Hope in his Death, r 


2.) The end of their converſation 
may ſignify the happy iſſue of it. 
When they have finiſhed their Courſe | 
they leave a world of ſin and forrows | 
and ſnares, a world that lies in wick- 
| edneſs, in which they had their ſhare 
| of the common Troubles of Life, and | 
: were peculiarly expoſed to the Malice | 
of Satan, and his Inſtruments; They | 
lay down a vile and corruptible Body, 
and at the ſame time are freed from a 
Body of Sin. And from thenceforth | 
they have nothing in themſelves, or | 
from without, to diſquiet them or give | 
them the leaſt uneaſineſs. Their ſpi- | 
rits are made perfect, and they enter 
into their Maſter's Joy. They are | 
with Chriſt, to be with whom is infi- | 
finitely better, than to be in the moſt. 4 
E 2 agreeable | 
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agreeable circumſtances on Earth. 
Thus bleſſed are the dead that die in the 
Lord, they reſt from their Labours, and 
their Works follow them. And when the 


2 Pet. vA chief Shepherd ſhall appear, thoſe un- 


Dan. xii. 3 


derſhepherds, who have been diligent 
and faithful, ſhall receive a crown of 
Glory that fadeth not away. They that 


are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 


rhe Firmament, and they that turn ma- 
ny to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 


and a 


This is ſome Account (very brief in- 


deed) of the Happy End of Good Men 


and Faithful Miniſters, How Natural 
is it upon ſuch a view of their caſe to 
wiſh that we may die their Death, that 
our latter end may be like theirs. But 


let us then admit this Thought, that in 


order thereunto we muſt live their Life, 
take the ſame Courſe that they did. If 
we are defirous and determin'd through 
Grace to follow them, we may hope 


at TOE to finiſh well, as they have 


dong 
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done, and to be partakers of the ſame 
bleſſedneſs. Frequently call to Mind, 
Chriſtians, how they have been ena- 
bled to hold out to the laſt, and it may 
be to paſs through the dark Valley of 
the ſhadow of Death without Fear, 
eſpecially view by an eye of Faith the 
Happineſs they have reached, which 
more than makes amends for all the 
Troubles and Difficulties they met with 
in their way : This will ſurely be a 
good means of confirming your Faith, 
of ſtrengthning your Hope, of anima- 
ting you with Courage, of arming you 
with Patience as well as of quickning 
you to Diligence and Perſeverance. 


I would now apply what has been 


ſaid, to the forrowful Occaſion; the 
Death of my dear, and much honour- 
ed Father, and of your excellent and 
very worthy Paſtor. I ſhall not at- 
tempt to give you any Memoirs of his 
Life, nor is it much that I ſhall ſay as 
0 his Character, being ſenſible how 

unequal 
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unequal J am for the Subject, and in- 
deed this will be the leſs needful as you 
have it drawn up by a much better 
Hand. However allow me to obſerve 
a few things concerning him, agree- 
able to what you have been hearing. 
He was a skilful Guide, a faichful ſte- 
ward in the Houſe of God; and tho 
he was far from pretending to have 
Dominion over your Faith, yet he 
knew how to keep up that Authority, 
which was ſuitable to his Character, 
and for your Edification. Preaching 
the Word is, as your have heard the 
main Buſineſs of a Miniſter, and he 
was furniſhed with many valuable gifts 
for the diſcharge of that Work, took 
great Delight and abounded in it. He 
ſhewed himſelf to be a Workman that 
need not to be aſhamed, rightly divid- 
ing the Word of Truth. He was in- 


| ſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, ever 


ready to embrace all Opportunities for 
preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom: 
and by reaſon of a strong Conſtitution, 

could 
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could go through much Labour, with 
leſs Fatigue than many others. He 
did not ſhun ro declare the whole 
Counſel of God, but infiſted chiefly 
upon thoſe things, that are moſt neceſ- 
ſary and of the greateſt uſe. The mat- 
ter of his Sermons was well digeſted; 
and they were delivered with great 
Life and Vigour. No one that ever 
heard hjm, I believe, could forbear 


thinking that what he ſaid came from 


the Heart, and was deſigned, as well 
as had a manifeſt tendency, to do 
good. Ir pleaſed God to give him a 
general acceptance, and, I doubt not, 
he had many ſeals of his Miniſtry. 


And he lived as he preached. His 
Converſation was becoming the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, he adorned the Doctrine of 
God his Saviour in all things, and was 


truly exemplary in the Duties of the firſt 


and ſecond Table. He was a kind and 
tender Huſband, an affectionate and in- 
dulgent Father, a ſincere and faichful 


Friend. 
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Friend. I might add that he was a 


* Perſon of an excellent Temper, of a 


very active and publick Spirit: zealous 
for the Truth and a lover of Peace. 
He was well ſatisfied in his own ſenti- 
ments, and never ſhy of declaring them 
upon all proper Occaſions; bur as he 
followed the Convictions of his own 
Mind, he was willing that others ſhould 
do ſo likewiſe, and had a hearty Re- 
ſpect ſor all who held the Head, In a 
word he was a burning and a ſhining 
Light. 9 8 


He died in the Faith in which 
he had lived. And his End was 
Peace, when ſenſible that it drew near, 


he declared, that he had no uneaſy Fears 


but good Hope of a Bleſſed Immortali- 
ty: and we have no room to queſtion 
but that his hope was well grounded, 
and that having done his Maſters work 
he is now entred into his Joy. 
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Let me exhort you to remember 
him, who has had the Rule over you 
and ſpoken to you the Word of God. 
Jam fure we of this Congregation are 
highly obliged to pay great Reſpect to 
his Memory : and they ought to be 
accounted very diſingenuous, who ſhall 
quickly, or eafily, forget him. Let 
us bleſs God for the Help and Advan- 


tage we may have had by his Miniſtra- 
tions. Let us be duely affected with our 


Loſs: Surely there is juſt cauſe for 
mourning, at the removal of ſo valu- 
able and uſeful a Perſon as he was, 


though not upon his Account, yet up- 


on our own. Let us mourn for our 
fins that may have been the Occaſion 
of this ſad and heavy ſtroke. Let us 
mourn that we made no better improv- 
ment of his Labours, and under a ſenſe 
of the Divine Diſpleaſure that this 
Breach may be the Indication of. And 
then let us remember what we have 
received and heard, and hold faſt; con- 

F tinue 
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tinue in the things which we have 


learned from the Word of God, as diſ- 
penſed by him, Finally let us imitat®© 
_ What we ſaw in him that was excellent, 


and follow him as he followed Chriſt ; 


conſidering the end of his Converſa- 
tion. 


I ſhallcloſe with offering two things 


to your ſerious Thoughts, may they 


have their due weight! 


1. You muſt meet your Miniſters a- 
gain in the great Day. All, both Mi- 
niſters and People, muſt appear before 
the Tribunal of Chriſt, - They muſt 


give an Account how they have diſ- 


charged their Duty to you: and you 
muſt give an Account how you have 


improved by their Labours. A joyful 
meeting will faithful Miniſters then 


have with their faithful people, with 
thoſe who were converted or con- 
firmed by their Miniſtry. What is our 
Hope, our fo, our Crown of Rejoicing, 

| are 
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are not even ye in the Preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming? But 
if any of you ſhould be found ſuch as 
would not obey the voice of their 
Teachers, nor incline their ears to re- 
ceive Inſtruction, in an unconverted, 
unregenerate State, how dreadful will 
be your meeting with them, when all 
the Advantages you had for your fouls 
by their means will only ſerve to in- 
flame the Reckoning, and they them- 
ſelves muſt bear their teſtimony againſt 
you, But, 
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2. Another thing I would ſuggeſt 
to you is what follows in the Words 
after the Text: Feſus Chrift is the ſame ver. 8. 5 
Yeſterday, to Day and for ever. Chriſt |; 
is the ſame, not only as to his Doct- 
rine, which is everlaſting Truth, 
which ſhews us the only and unalter- 
able method 'of Salvation ; but he is 
the ſame in reſpect of his Divine Na- 

ture, the unchangeable God; and in 
8 of thoſe offices, which he exe» 
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cutes as Mediator, ever was and will 


be the Prophet, Prieſt and King of his 
Church. Hence we may infer for our 


Comfort, that tho his Miniſters are not 
ſuffered to continue long by reaſon of 


Death, yet that he will take care of his 
own Intereſt, he will preſerve a ſeed 
to ſerve him; and as he has appointed 
Ordinances, ſo while there are any 
purpoſes of Grace to ſerve by them, he 
will ſee that they ſhall be continued, 
and ſuch be raiſed up from time to 
as he will qualify for the Diſpenſing 
them. Beſides we may expect that he 


will be the fame to us, that he has been 


to others, while we take the ſame 
Courſe that they did. As the Merit and 
Virtue of his Death and ſufferings can 
never be impaired, ſo the Treaſures of 
his Grace can never be exhauſted. He 
is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt all them 


that come to God by bim. That Grace 


which was ſufficient for others to main- 


tain and promote good Habits in their 


fouls, to ſupport them under their 
Burdens, 
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Burdens, to fortify them againſt Temp- 
rations, to carry them through all the 
Difficulties and Snares of Life, and at 
laſt through the Valley of the ſhadow 
of Death, and to fit them for Glory, is 
every way ſufficient to conduct us thi- 
ther. And he will be with us, as he was 
with them, while we are concerned to 
walk in the ſame way that they did, 
till at length we are together with 
the Lord, no more to be ſeparated ei- 


ther from him, or from one another for 
ever. 
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